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Whatis it?

The Bylines Network Poetry Prize is a competition for people of all levels of experience, and
from all parts of the UK. We are passionate about citizens, their stories and their voices - this
is our prize for poetry that reflects our ethos and touches the hearts of our readers.

At a time when billionaires and oligarchs own much of our media, when local press isin
decline, and social media is rife with misinformation and abuse, there has never been a
greater need for a platform that enables citizens to share the stories that matter to them. This
is what Bylines Network does, through our collection of 10 online newspapers.

We are independent - free from government or corporate control — and we are uniquely
connected to communities, empowering diverse voices from the grassroots. Covering nearly
all the UK, we mostly publish fact-based articles and opinion pieces...but we also publish
poetry, and we want to celebrate the unique poetic voices of citizens across the UK.

We have a passion for platforming people whose stories might otherwise go unheard. Our new
nationwide poetry prize is another way of living that mission. It is open to all. We will shortlist
10 poems, based entirely and only on the impact they have on our reading team.

All 10 will be published and go into a final judging round, where renowned poets Kate Fox and
lan McMillan will choose a winner. There will also be a public vote to select a special “people’s
choice” award winner. This will be announced in a live-streamed event in August 2025, and
the writer will receive our first Bylines Network Sky Hawkins Poetry Prize.

Who is it for?

Anyone aged 18 or over who lives in the United Kingdom.

How do | enter?

Read the competition rules (below), then write your poem. Save it as a document. Visit our
application portal (here https://bylinesnetwork.co.uk/?wpforms_form_preview=15500), fill
out the online form and upload your document. Entries sentvia other means, such as email,
will not be considered.

When is it?

You can write your poem anytime, but the portal will be open for entries between 9am on
Monday the 23 June and midnight on Sunday the 6" July.
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Where did the name come from?

We have named our competition after Sky Hawkins, a beloved poet, performer, facilitator and
youth worker from North East England, who died in April 2025. Her sudden loss was felt as
strongly by fellow poets, friends and family as it was by the women’s groups, youth services,
and community projects where she had run programmes helping others to tell their stories.

Sky grew up in the care system, had been a low-income single parent, lived on a council

estate for 19 years, and didn’t hide her mental health struggles. She had plenty to write about
and did so in a uniquely engaging and entertaining style, winning multiple slams, awards, and
commissions. “Not bad for a lass who didn’t know she was dyslexic till she was thirty-three.”

Like the Bylines Network, she was passionate about enabling everyday citizens to share their
voice, especially those often marginalised and ighored. She devoted almost two decades to
working in communities, supporting others to find their voices and speak their truth.

In her words: the Moon shivered under her cloud, whilst the stars cast words of hope.

Competition rules
Please read before you enter. Sadly, we cannot accept entries that do not follow these rules.

e The poem must be your own original work, written in the English language. However, you don’t
have to write in a traditional style or to a set form, and you can write about any subject you
wish —the most important thing is to write in your own voice and be true to you.

e The poem should be no more than 40 lines or one side of A4 in 12-point font.

e Poems must not have been published or accepted for publication elsewhere - self-publication
on social media, blogs, or similar is fine.

e Poems must not have been submitted for or won other competitions at the time of entry.

e You should only submit one poem, and you must be aged 18 or over at the time of entry.

e No changes may be made to a poem once it has been submitted.

e You should make your submission no later than midnight on Sunday, the 6" July 2025

e Alljudging will be anonymous, so please don’t put your name anywhere on the poem.

e Entry to the competition is taken as permission for Bylines Network to publish your poem,
however, you will retain copyright of your work for use and publication anywhere else you wish.

e The decision of the judges is final. No correspondence will be entered into.

Other information

We will contact the shortlist in July 2025, and the final result will be announced at a
livestreamed event in August 2025 — date TBC. Any details you provide via the application
portal will be held in a secure database. Due to the high volume of entries, we are unable to
acknowledge receipt of all entries. For other inquiries, email info@bylinesnetwork.co.uk.
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Judging criteria

As our rules explain, we aren’t looking for a specific style or form of poetry. It is your voice and
your story that matter most. Instead of a rigid set of criteria, our readers will consider the
following when shortlisting submissions:

1. Musicality
Do the rhythms support the overall impact?

2. Skil
Does it demonstrate technical skill in the use of language, form and structure?

3. Voice
Does it have a unique or distinctive voice that sets it apart?

4. Theme
Does the theme bring a freshness or unexpected approach?

5. Overall Impression or Impact
Does the poem stay with or revisit the listener/reader after they have finished it?
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